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React Native has become a go-to framework for building high-quality mobile applications that 

work on both Android and iOS. Its growing popularity stems from the ability to create efficient 

and visually appealing apps with shared codebases. To make the most of React Native apps 

thqtoften rely on plugins and libraries to simplify tasks, improve performance, and add 

functionalities. In this blog, we’ll look at ten essential plugins and libraries that every React 

Native developer should know 
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Plugins and libraries play a significant role in speeding up app development while maintaining 

quality. They provide pre-written, tested solutions for common tasks, allowing developers to 

focus on app-specific functionalities. With the right tools, developers can achieve consistent 

performance, add advanced features, and handle complex requirements without writing 

everything from scratch. 

How to Choose the Right Plugins and Libraries for React Native 

Selecting plugins and libraries for React Native development is a critical step that directly 

impacts the performance and functionality of your application. With thousands of options 

available, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed. However, focusing on a few key factors can help you 

make informed decisions and build apps that work efficiently. Let’s break down what you 

should look for when choosing the best tools for your project. 

 

 

https://shivlab.com/react-native-app-development/


1. Compatibility with React Native 

The first thing to check is whether the plugin or library is compatible with the version of 

React Native you’re using. Tools that aren’t updated regularly may cause errors or fail to 

work as expected. Look for plugins with recent updates and a track record of working 

well with the framework. 

Tip: Check the plugin’s GitHub page for the latest commits and version compatibility 

information. A well-maintained repository is often a good sign of reliability. 

2. Active Community Support 

A strong and active community behind a plugin or library makes it easier to troubleshoot 

issues and find additional resources. Tools with good community support often have 

detailed forums, FAQs, and discussions that can help you resolve challenges quickly. 

How to Check: Look at the number of contributors, stars, and forks on the GitHub 

repository. High activity usually indicates that developers trust and regularly use the 

tool. 

3. Documentation Quality 

Clear and detailed documentation is essential. Poorly documented plugins can waste 

time and lead to frustration during implementation. Good documentation provides 

examples, installation instructions, and guidance for customization, making it easier to 

integrate the tool into your project. 

What to Look For: A well-organized README file and a dedicated documentation 

website are signs that the tool is developer-friendly. 

4. Performance and Resource Usage 

Performance is a critical factor, especially for mobile apps where resource usage can 

directly affect user experience. A plugin or library should work efficiently without adding 

unnecessary load to your app. 

How to Test: Measure the app’s performance using tools like React Native’s built-in 

performance monitor after integrating the plugin. Look for issues like increased memory 

usage or slower loading times. 

 



5. Customizability 

Every app has unique needs, so the tools you choose should offer enough flexibility to fit 

your project’s requirements. A rigid plugin that doesn’t allow customization might limit 

your app’s potential or require workarounds. 

Example: If you’re using a UI library, ensure it lets you tweak components to match your 

app’s design guidelines. 

6. Security and Reliability 

Plugins and libraries often handle sensitive data, so it’s essential to choose tools that 

follow best practices for security. Look for plugins with regular updates, active issue 

resolution, and a history of safe usage. 

Checkpoints: Verify the plugin’s vulnerability reports and peer reviews to ensure it 

doesn’t pose security risks. 

7. Popularity and Reviews 

Popularity is often an indicator of trustworthiness. Plugins with a high number of 

downloads and positive reviews are generally more reliable. However, don’t rely solely 

on popularity—always test the plugin to ensure it fits your project. 

Where to Check: Use repositories like npm or Yarn to review download statistics and 

user feedback. 

8. Support for Cross-Platform Features 

Since React Native is primarily used for cross-platform development, the plugin you 

choose should work smoothly on both Android and iOS. Check whether the tool has 

been tested on multiple platforms and if it offers consistent functionality across devices. 

Tip: Review GitHub issues to see if developers have reported platform-specific 

problems. 

 

 

 

https://github.com/


9. Licensing and Costs 

Some plugins and libraries may require licensing fees or have restrictions on commercial 

use. It’s essential to review the license type to avoid any surprises during deployment. 

How to Check: Read the licensing section on the GitHub page or npm repository. Look 

for permissive licenses like MIT for fewer restrictions. 

10. Ease of Integration 

Finally, consider how easy it is to integrate the plugin into your project. A tool that 

requires extensive setup or configuration might not be worth the effort, especially if a 

simpler alternative exists. 

What to Look For: Plugins with single-command installation processes and minimal 

setup requirements are often the most convenient. 

Also read: Airbnb App Development: Features, Costs, and Timelines Explained 
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https://shivlab.com/blog/airbnb-app-development-features-costs-timelines/


 

React Native has made it easier than ever to create cross-platform mobile applications, but the 

right plugins and libraries are key to simplifying development and improving app quality. Here’s 

a detailed look at ten essential tools that can save you time, effort, and countless lines of code 

while building React Native applications. 

1. React Navigation 

React Navigation is one of the most trusted libraries for managing navigation in React Native 

apps. It supports stack, tab, and drawer navigation while offering customizable transitions and 

smooth screen management. 

● Why Use It?: It simplifies handling complex navigation structures with its declarative 

API. 

● Best For: Apps with multiple screens or intricate navigation needs. 

2. Redux 

Redux is a state management library that keeps your app data organized and predictable. By 

centralizing the state, it helps maintain consistency across different components. 

● Why Use It?: It simplifies debugging and works perfectly for apps with extensive data 

flows. 

● Best For: Large-scale applications requiring complex state management. 

3. Axios 

Axios is a simple, promise-based HTTP client that handles API requests efficiently. It allows 

developers to fetch, send, and manage data with ease. 

● Why Use It?: Its interceptor system and error-handling features make it a reliable 

choice. 

● Best For: Integrating REST APIs in mobile apps. 

4. React Native Paper 

This library provides pre-designed Material Design components, such as buttons, cards, and 

text inputs, to help you build responsive and attractive UIs quickly. 

● Why Use It?: It simplifies UI creation while maintaining visual consistency. 



● Best For: Apps requiring Material Design standards. 

 

5. Lottie for React Native 

Lottie allows you to add stunning animations to your app using lightweight JSON files. It 

supports interactive and customizable animations without impacting app performance. 

● Why Use It?: It helps create a polished user experience with professional animations. 

● Best For: Onboarding screens, interactive animations, and loaders. 

6. React Native Vector Icons 

React Native Vector Icons offers a wide range of scalable icons that you can customize to match 

your app’s design. It supports various popular icon packs. 

● Why Use It?: It provides consistent, high-quality icons that enhance visual appeal. 

● Best For: Apps that require a cohesive iconography system. 

7. React Native AsyncStorage 

AsyncStorage is a simple key-value storage system for saving data locally on the device. It’s 

perfect for storing session tokens, user preferences, or offline data. 

● Why Use It?: It allows you to create lightweight, offline-friendly features. 

● Best For: Apps needing persistent storage. 

 

8. React Native Gesture Handler 

This library improves gesture-handling capabilities, making touch interactions more fluid and 

responsive. It supports gestures like swipes, drags, and multi-touch. 

● Why Use It?: It eliminates lag in touch gestures, offering a better user experience. 

● Best For: Apps with complex gestures or interactions. 

 

 



 

9. Reanimated 

Reanimated provides a powerful way to create animations with better performance by running 

them on the native thread. It allows you to create complex transitions and effects. 

● Why Use It?: It ensures smooth animations without slowing down your app. 

● Best For: Apps needing custom animations or transitions. 

10. React Native Maps 

React Native Maps simplifies adding interactive maps to your app. It supports Google Maps, 

MapView, and custom marker rendering. 

● Why Use It?: It integrates location-based services effortlessly. 

● Best For: Navigation apps, delivery tracking systems, or geolocation-based features. 

Also read: Custom AI-Powered SaaS App Development: Tailored Solutions for Unique Needs 

Get Expert React Native App Development Services From Shiv 

Technolabs 

At Shiv Technolabs, we specialize in React Native App Development Services, crafting fully 

responsive applications that bring your ideas to life. Our team focuses on building apps that 

work flawlessly across platforms, delivering a rich user experience and robust performance.  

With expertise in designing feature-rich, scalable, and intuitive mobile solutions, we help 

businesses stay ahead in the competitive app market.  

 

Conclusion 

Plugins and libraries are the backbone of efficient React Native app development. From 

managing navigation to adding animations, these tools simplify the process, allowing 

developers to create powerful and responsive applications. Whether you’re building a small 

project or a complex enterprise app, these ten plugins and libraries can transform your 

development journey. 

https://topmobilesera.wordpress.com/2024/11/27/custom-ai-powered-saas-app-development-tailored-solutions-for-unique-needs/
https://shivlab.com/


React Native App Development Services can bring your ideas to life with expert use of these 

essential tools. Are you ready to start building your next React Native app? Contact Us to 

transform your vision into an app that captivates users and drives success. 

https://shivlab.com/contact/
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